


2. After more than 25 years of AIDS, prevention programs continue to fail.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) are poised to announce that HIV infections in the
United States are 50% higher than previously estimated. This means that up to 60,000 new HIV infections
occur each year. Most of these infections are preventable, but government policies have restricted access to
proven HIV prevention tools such as condoms, clean needles, and sex education for young people. TAG works
to increase U.S. investment in HIV prevention research and programs.

3. AIDS vaccine research is back to square one.

This year, two major studies of the most promising potential HIV vaccine were halted. The results were grim: not
only did the vaccine fail to protect, but more people receiving the potential vaccine may have become infected
than those receiving placebo shots. Such failures have the potential to provide useful knowledge but no one yet
fully understands why the results were so bad. TAG works to increase and accelerate scientists’ understanding

of how HIV interacts with the immune system to cause disease. This work will lead to better vaccine candidates
and—one day—a cure for AIDS.

4. AIDS treatment access is woefully inadequate.

In the United States, almost half of HIV-positive people who need anti-HIV treatment do not have access to it.
Around the world, the situation is even worse—over three-quarters of the nearly 7 million HIV-positive people who
need treatment today can’t get it. TAG is one of the world’s leading activist groups working toward universal access
to HIV treatment by 2010 for all those who need it—in the U.S. and internationally.

5. People with AIDS in the United States and around the world depend on TAG’s work.

TAG is the only group working with both U.S. and global activists to speed up research, accelerate progress
toward universal treatment access, integrate HI'V prevention and treatment research, and deepen our understand-
ing of HIV’s deadly interaction with the immune system. Further, TAG serves a critical role in delivering HIV
community concerns to the U.S. government, the World Health Organization, and others whose decisions
will affect the fate of millions of people living with HIV and those at risk.
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In the coming year, U.S. elections will set the framework for the next four years of progress or stagnation in the
fight against AIDS. Treatment Action Group will play a vital role educating candidates from both parties about
the best possible policies to follow in the world’s struggle against AIDS.

TAG’s work in the fight against AIDS has contributed to scientific and policy advances with the power to
save millions of lives.

Whether challenged with a life-threatening illness or not, each of us can be grateful for TAG’s vital work.

By supporting TAG, you can also play a part in stemming the global AIDS pandemic.

That is why I am writing to ask you to step up your support for Treatment Action Group.

Yours truly,

Paul Dietz





